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The Darkling Thrush

The photograph shows a coppice gate i n win
consider. Cold and bleak was the onset of

I leant upon a coppice gate
When Frost waspectregray,
And Winter's dregs made desolate
The weakening eye of day.
The tangled binstems scored the sk
Like strings of broken lyres,
And all mankind that haunted nigh
Had sought their household fires. &

The land's sharp featurssem'do be
The Century's corpsautleant
His crypt the cloudy canopy,
The wind his deatfament.

The ancient pulse of germ and birth L
Was shrunken hard and dry, ]
And every spirit upon earth read by Simon Beale

Seem'dervourlessas |I.

We must st atrihr owgh jtohue nNPeypt uyyoWwi t hea2poem t ha
at the begiemn(iwnry aofft etrifet h gt cdgeepheunrdyionsy on when
transThe obdr klbegi MThrwisthh t he desola@adp oe) oifs wa
group of trees that have been cultivated to p

causing the tree -sttoe ngsp rtohuatt ngurnoew oruasp ibdilnye over
stems are then harvestedhhoguti mawabodi as pbke
foimhey never grow odbdpdapdihblihe ighhaeme ¢ hfa nwa ond m
Hardy |l i kely -enimolyadi t heosocuaoappi ce and cor pse.
for spring d9 olwleuesbelulcs since the | eaf canopy



Picton 2017 Lecture Notes: Thrush Voices 1B2

At once a voice arose among
The bleak twigs overhead
In a full-hearted evensong
Of joy illimited;
An aged thrush, frail, gaunt, and small,
In blastberuffledplume,
Had chosen thus to fling his soul
Upon the growing gloom.

So little cause focarollings
Of such ecstatic sound
Was written on terrestrial things
Afar or nigh around,
That | could think there trembled throu
His happy gooshight air
SomeblesseédHope, whereof he knew
And | was unaware.

The sbngsh is a small to medium bird native t
mi grate during winter. | tTuhalsusa phled ®sn@mbes ¢ h@
myt hol ogi cal Phil omendbywherkead aét ertrosfhee wast
then took mer cy aamd nghahmoglegdh htehre isnttoor y wusual |y

The idea of Asome bl eskatd dptpiedi Pmingsneapes ha
of times. A recent book by Jonathan Lear about
calRedi cal Hope: Et hics in (t2WebD8Face of Cul tur e

fiRadi cal hope ant ihcitphatses we og chaads ef drh ewhiom e
appropriate concepts with which to underst

The other famous quotati on Esbscawt ohho@eBani:s fr om
Hope springs eternal i n the human breas
Man never is, beudt: al ways to be bl ess
The soul, uneasy and confined from home
Re and expatiates in a |Iife to come.

sts
However this i sTheaiDer Kdiwfhfeg reehmt utdihreamre i s no t h
in the | ife to come.
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ThomasHardy (1840-1928)

When Hardywas born in a village in
Dorset, thedoctor pronounced him stillborn
but the nurse insisted that he was alive.
At 16 he was articled to an architeifter
his early novels were published, he

was able to work fultime as a writer.

His novelsFar from the Madding Crowd
(1874),The Return of the Nati\(@878) and
Tess of thel 6 Ur b €891 )weresst in
Wessexa fictional region equivalent to the
actual British Southwest. These were ve
successfylbut theirquestioningof religion
and conventionamorality evoked severe
criticism.After Jude theDbscure(1896), he
ceased writinghovels andlevoted himself
to poetry.

The aufTtherDarfkl|lwag TThomdédEshsHAWMedgpex novels portr
characters working out their |Iives in a world
And the forces that contr ol Tduer Mideettsed i ina® sageay
bequeathédCenoburlgetPr® ideas that human beings
morality involves principles that we work out
God.

The decline in belgiugi ovm tihn tBer Repemahdadance and
the cour st®e mtfurtyh,e tlhBe ¢ hur c Heusmbroe tdri eeadt ebdu.t tThhee
and consol ation tehsedr aley imgiioxed.rovi ded w

AfGod is deado cemees SbaiydmaNg BBz at bmdat a

byworhdc e T20t Ureyt.zwsbtshemor e poet than philosopher
from a madman, who i s making a point about at
God and who wilcle dHentirsold etaildé&@n grdacskh e ir yk nghato N a
we are not yet ready to take on the wuniverse.

One of HardgposopoEh®dwWask

How sweet it was in years far hied

To start the wheels of day with trus-
To |ie down | iegely at the eventide

And f eel a blest assurance he was th
And who or what shall fill his place
Whither will wanderers turn distract
For some fixed star to stimulate the
Towards the goal of their enterprise
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Boer War 18991902
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The battle oSpionKopf was fought in January Vot
1900 between British troops attempting to relievefl = i we f feew
the siege of Ladysmith and the Boers. The Britistf§ " i
were defeated and suffered large losses. Most offf = i i & i
the dead were buried in a communal grave, with f§ = * "
some officers having separate burials. BY
The'™eOnt ury began in time of war. The Boer Wa
waged the war to assert sovereignty over the
Republic. I nitially the Boers def evatredtthlee Br
brought in from the empire to ensure a Britis
Il n the Hardy poem Okopjedo (Dutch, head) is a
grassland of inland South Africa, eklhameeo ofa
sewiesert beyond the mountains @masmeatic Cape To
move toward the West (the constellations rise
This scene i s Tfthree tho t WbeaB2e®ddd 60 nf itlhre pl ay by Al an
teacher fAHectoro (RiPoba®dnuGali JBEtitohs}) hes Ogbach
Entrance Examinations in History.
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In 1874 Hardy married Emma Gifford,
the bright and beautiful daughter of a
Plymouth solicitor. In 1870, she

was staying with her sister, who had
married the rector of a small Cornish
Church, which Hardy was assessing
for renovations. Emma was the basis
of Elfride Swancourtthe heroine of
the novelA Pair of Blue Eye$1873).

Their marriage was not a happy one.
Nevertheless, when Emma died in
1912, Hardy was devastated. He re
visited many of the places where they
had spent time together when they
were first in love. In his grief he wrote
the searind?oems of 1912913

The novelA Pair of Blue Eyetells of an episode on Beeny Cli@n e o f

riding with Elfride, while chasing his windlown hat slips in the raisoaked grass to the edge of
i n danger of

the clif

Beeny CI
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rescues him by making a rope out of her underclothes.
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Vanessa
Gardiner
2014

i Still in all its chasmal beauty bulks oBkenyto the sky,
And shall she and | not go there once again now March is nigh,
And the sweet things said in that March say anew there by &nd by

What if still in chasmal beauty looms that wild weird western shore,
The woman novis i elsewheréd whomthe ambling pony bore,
And nor knows nor cares f@eeny and will laugh there nevermore.

read by TonOD6 Be d | a m .

often created the form to
than i s usual i n Engl i sh

chai c Eenfgdriesnhc ewotrod sL atni npart e .

mewling cry), to fAprinko

i s
enjoyshel ipuephéesoprink the mai

fit the poem
poetry. Rhym

i Mews O

adorn or S

Ezra Pound (18851972)

After an unsuccessful career as a college
lecturer, Pound emigrated in 1908 to England
where he worked for various literary
magazines. He was instrumental in getting T.
S. E LovedSong sf J. AlfreBrufrockand
James DublpnerspublkshedHe and
Hilda Doolittle (H. D.) contributed to the
Imagism movement.

In a Station of the Metro:  gitlout of a train
at, | think,La Concorde, and in the jostle |
saw a beautiful face, and then, turning
suddenly, another and another, and then a
beautiful child's face, and then another
beautiful face. All that day | tried to find
words for what this made me feeb

1913 Photograph by
Alvin Langdon Coburn

of the main forces

one
buted to the I magist movement,
ed

fascinat

i Pgnebe bOfedapagnaeasnd

no and

behind
whi ch u
aodcChi

ar e

h
A

S
n



Picton 2017

The poem does not foll owait(kee5 e xsaycltl af bolrensa)t
intense simplicity.
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The apparition of these faces in the crowd;
Petals on a wet, black bough.

Hilda Doolittle, H. D.
(18861961)

After dropping out of BryriMawr
College, Doolittle went to England in
1911 to become a writer. Her poetry
was promoted by Ezra Pound, who
suggested that sh
Imagist® as hemom de plumeShe
was married to the writer Richard
Aldington for a brief period, but later
entered into a much longer
relationship with Annie Winifred
Ellerman and underwent counseling
with Sigmund Freud in an attempt to
understand her bisexuality.

Voices 1B7
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Slide 13
Alan Davis
Drake
Rose, harsh rose, moreprecious
marred and with stint of petals, than a wet rose
meagre flower, thin, single on a steth
sparse of leaf, you are caught in the drift.

The poemRobosac mMiwges&kl ed rosfepa, abssphragwvmoakt

Thi sowas | mported from China. It is a hardy p!
mul tiple flowers have a si nogl e hseehaewidu nwe,c otrke e
| arge red rose hips, which can be used to mak
HD uses cowmpladr erso stehitso t he spice rose that is
di fferent beauty ahe sSdarehvesvmebemeasi bypehb
suggests a nor mal woman, rather than one bred

Walter de la Mare
(18731956)

After attending S
Choir School, de la Mare worked in
the offices of Standard Oil. In his
free time he wrote poetry, horror
stories and books for children. He

is buried in the cathedral where he
sang as a choirboy.

1912 Photograph by
Hector Murchison
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The Listeners

6ls there anbeoadeuerthe

Knocking on the moonlit door;

And his horse in the silence champed the grasses

Of the forestods ferny floor:

And a bird flew up out of the turret,

AbovetheTr av elledder 6's

And he smote upon the door again a second time;

6ls there anybody there?d he sai

Read by Alex Jennings|

The Liisgd elnyerfsar de | a Marebs most famous poem.
door of a |l onely castle to ask i f anyone is t
what it emeatnes iirst erpppretation. The | isteners me
and who either refuse to communicate or are u
nevertheless travel to the castle and try to
bound itae ddhough we someti me, somewhere, someh:q¢
The uncanny dreamli ke atmosphere of the poem
Kaf ka, phhée¢ i Qatdodr2e)y wherein a | and surveyor tr
aut horities who |live in the castle and contro
poem there is no real evidence that there is
reach God are doomed to failure because God d

Edgar Lee Masters
(18681950)

Masters spent his adolescence in
Lewistown, lllinois. He became
qualified in law, and after several
years of practice became a partner
with Clarence Darrow in Chicago.
After this partnership dissolved, he
spent some time writing poems
about the people of Lewistown,
using their imagined epitaphs in the
Oak Hill Cemetery. These poems
were published in the St. Louis
Reedy Mirrorand ultimately
gathered together in a book called
The Spoon River Anthology
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Moderni sm began early in the Unitede&vasesf wi
Gr a(s1ls85%92). Whit mands ipdemse uasreed nfor e eh yureerss ea n ¢
those of everyday speech. Edgar Lee Masters
verse poems. These are writtenedsriyf btuhey hwer
onger than would fit on any nor mal graveston

I
the poetess Minerva Jones died during an unsu
whitireedo hel pbhua . de afi \ni dolfppagdhteeds @@ t he doctor 6s

Supposet is nothing but the hive:

That there are drones and workers

And queens, and nothing but storing honey
(Material things as well as culture and wisdom) L
For the next generation, this generation never livings
Except as it swarms in the slight of youth, :
Strengthening its wings on what has been gatherec
And tasting, on the way to the hive

From the clover field, the delicate spoil.
Suppose all this, and suppose the truth:

That the nature of man is greater

Than nature's need in the hive;

And you must bear the burden of life,

As well as the urge from your spirit's excess
Well, | say to live it out like a god

Sure of immortal life, though you are in doubt,
Is the way to live it.

Lucinda and Davis Matlock are a married coupl
gi ve good advice Lucinda tells us that dlt ta
out | i ke a god sure of i mmort al i feo

Edi son had rneacdoer dainn ge aorfl yWhi t man in 1890 but nog
made (orvbedyeéehet il BtOhse wSpeene cyh alta b@®orlaumbri a Uni v
recorded a series of American poets, among th
frame Penn Sound website:

http://writing. upenlna-Beedcuo/rpde ningsso. upnhdp/ x / Speech



http://writing.upenn.edu/pennsound/x/Speech-Lab-Recordings.php
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Robert W. Service Born in Lancashire, he emigrated to Nort
America in 1894. After traveling around,

(18741958) he obtained a job with the Bank of
Commerce in British Columbia, who
posted him to the Yukon in 1904. He
publishedSongs of a Sourdoudhlso
known asThe Spell of the Yukpm 1907.
This book contained his most famous
ballads:The Shooting of Dan McGreand
The Cremation Sam McGeEhough he
later professed to loathe these poems, th
made him rich and famous. He served in
World War | as a Red Cross driver. After
the war he lived mainly in France and
wrote novels rather than poetry.

A bunch of the boys were whooping it up in the Malamute saloon;
The kid that handles the mudiox was hitting a jagime tune;

theripoetdagg
mi c and exci
i pling in hi
ic genius. T
songsrycowboy

ér Rlobeelt !l Seg

ing. | am ha
control of
kind of po

[

h

t
Eized hesog e

h poetry, and

e
d

very similar
S

el oped i-weete

Klondike Gold Rush (18961905)

Spurred by reports of gold to be
panned from the creeks feeding
the Klondike River, some 100,000
men from various parts of North
America traveled to the Yukon
Territory. The journey through the
mountain passes
980) was arduous
two years. Less than half those
who set out made it to Dawson
City, and most arrived to find that
every claim had already been
staked. The city itself was a
centre for banking, drinking and Chilkoot Pass, 1898
prostitution.

The Gold Rush in the Klondike involved so man
most of them it came to naught
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The Shooting of Dan McGrew

A bunch of the boys were whooping it up in the Malamute saloon;
The kid that handles the mudiox was hitting a jagime tune;

Back of the bar, in a solo game, sat Dangerous Dan McGrew,

And watching his luck was his liglat-love, the lady that's known as Lou

Hank Snow, recorded 1968

These are the simple facts of the case, and | guess | ought to know.
They say the stranger was crazed with "hooch",
andI'm not denyingt's sa
I'm not so wise as the lawyer guys, but strictly between u$ two
The woman that kissed him anghinched his poké
wasthe lady that's known as Lou.

Robert Service, recorded 1958

The fdhm &hooti ng apfpe@ars ManGrsaval on (fiinr $thel oo
text these havesebear rnungrrhbeicterdaernitieyd .c wHo)wev er , t h
ageld ballad form. Baidlli maeds swame awr. i fThen | wintels f
tetrameter and trimester ($omaiahg thmbecsbue
irregular. Anapestbhefy giwvel/t hearbytbmmanl il t
rhymed. All that service has done is join th
t hird. Theofuil dstt htuwo blei mepresented in ballad
A bunch of the boys®s WwWereowboobping Vit upo o
Il n the Mal amute ®al oon; o [/ o /
The kid that -bhoaxnd! es ©hé musico / o [/
Was hi t+ iemgt uan ep;a g/ o o [/ o /

Edward Thomas
(18781917)

After graduating from Oxford,
Thomasbecame gournalist, and
scraped together a living from
reviews and nature articles. He
reviewedand championed Robert
F r o firdgt Idosk ofpoemsA Boy b
Will (1913), and théwo became
abiding friends Frostencouraged
him in hisserious writingThomas
enlisted in 1915and waskilled in
France in 1917 His poetryis
infused with adeep loveof the
English countryside

Photograph by E.®loppé 1913




Picton 2017

Lecture Notes: Thrush

Adlestrop

Yes, | remembefdlestrop

The name, because one afternoon
Of heat the expredsain drew up there
Unwontedly. It was late June.

The steam hissed. Someone cleared his thr
No one left and no one came

On the bare platform. What | saw
WasAdlestrop- only the name

And willows, willow-herb, and grass,
And meadowsweet, and haycocks dry,
No whit less still and lonely fair

Than the high cloudlets in the sky.

And for that minute a blackbird sang
Close by, and round him, mistier,
Farther and farther, all the birds

Of Oxfordshireand Gloucestershire.

Adl estsraptiny village in Gloucestershire i
riding on the Oxford to Worcester train wh
describes the sensuous btehhatfyl avoewnd g rtehsesl, i
sunshine and the sound of the birds. Ther
The countryside has changed. There is an i
was | ost as the wos |lodf etnheer@rdeatntWart.he hor

The recitation is byAnton Lesser.

Robert Frost,

1913

Robert Frost (18741963)

Though born in San Francisderost
spent most of his life in New England
After studying briefly at Harvard he
went to England in 1912. There he
was able to publish his firbiooks,A

B o y 6 sin 193 hnidNorth of
Bostonin 1914. One of his good
friends in England was Edward
Thomaswho reviewed hi®ooksand
joined him on walks in the English
countryside.Frost returned to New
England and went on to become the
most loved American poet of tieh
Century He read his poetry at the
inauguration of J. F. Kennedy in 1961

Voices 1B13
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Frostds poem ab
apple harvest a
creatiivief wohé& ¢
comes as inevit

The performance

out apple picking has many | ev
nd the tiredness that comes fr
reat hacdAmksdedpaeaenysstlifl Ideisti riesl . ¢
ably as winter.

i(sDVilRp béy nt Isiea vHermamMew Engl an

This is probabl
idea in the poe
to take untrave
Yet this is not
ot her . l ndeed,

there had worne
of it: Abot h th

y Frostdés most famous yet most

mdés | ast three | ines and consi
|l ed paths, aerdwitdherlkdyi mgphs ivie
what the poem states. Frost i
the more he thinks about it th

t Feamer. &alHley r@®lpewtt st t hi s fact s
at morning equally lay in | eav
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He thinks that in the future he wil!/ remember
what haQupre nneedmor i es are interpretations of wha
make ourselves more | ike our i deal s. Wh a't we

happened.

Frost | eaves open why one roadewa®atsalen hand h
cannot remember? Was it a random choice? Was i
t hat had preceded? Did this occur without any
mi ght have us beli eve? Afe whlyl weurchiontser poetda:
rationalizations of what is determined by cau

Rupert Brooke
(18871915)

Brooke attended Rugby School
and then went on to Cambridge
University, where he studied
literature and was a member of
the Apostles. After graduation,
he wrote poetry and was
associated with the Bloomsbury
Group. As part of his
recuperation from a nervous
breakdown in 1910 he traveled
extensively.

Read by Douglas Hodg

Rupert Brooke was the fihandsomest young man i
was | argely related to his coming to terms wi
he |Iived for a while at the tGled Camn aRiaweer isno ux
Cambri dgmei.l eThweal2k from Cambridge to Grantchest
meadows is a popular student and tourist past
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Brookedbs poem varies in tone from simple nost
i mpossi ble to read without realizing what was
dar kl ing.

The recitation (just the ending) is by Jasper
Tenperamentvoll high-spirited

das Betretels notverboten entering is not forbidden

y€}x vxTt(aitbe.gémoimenliterally "if only I could be"This is the Greek expression for
nostalgia for home. is common in ancient Greek literature, e.g. Odysseus yearning for Ithaka.
B r o wn Homg dheughts from Abroasl arotherEnglish example.

his ghostByroboydwewhopswam in wha i's now known

t
Grantchester, Hend easlpsomtacross t he

Anadyoimdmsd ng fr om t bAg hs efahiatddsosnmeiipgh r woldd jues (
was born as an adult woman from the sea. Bott



