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Honey
Mixed
with
Liquid
Fire

Archibald J. MotleyBlues,1929

The 1920s gave birth to the Jazz Age. Once the
became wildly popular with everyone, rich and
related to Prohifbartdeoni nwhtihcehn & aSne imt10920 and
Jazz was played in the speakeasies. Li ke drin
the old rules of <c¢l assi call onwisnigc nmaonrda Ifiatcyi |oft at
Twret i es. I n the songs of the Jazz 'Ayeentcuarny.be
Jazz competed with cl assical music as free ve
popul arity after Worl d War |11 lals ands Rvaapr,i otuoso ke
rebelliousness and irreverence. Al | of these

experiences of Black Americans.

The painting, by one of the great artists of
Har |l eemnksDron the tabl es, music in the air.

Langston Hughes
(19021967)

Born in Missouri, Hughes grew up in
the Kansas. He left Columbia
University because he felt more at
home in Harlem than on the campus.
He worked his way around the world
and then returned to study at Lincoln
University in Pennsylvania. He
published his first poems ifhe

Crisis, the official magazine of the
NAACP. Hughes was one of the major
forces in the explosion of creativity
known as the New Negro Movement
or Harlem Renaissance.
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Langston Hughes was one of the moshalgirvoeldi fai c
peripatetic |ife. He worked as a crewman on a
asstant cook in a hotel . TWhe |We aau ybduBskbuotys eh ep Isd t
the poet Vachled93Ll)i,ndwhhoy wWas8B7®i ni ng at the hot e
introduced Hughes to a publisher.

|l 6ve known rivers:
|l dve known rivers
and older than the

flow of human blood in human veins.

My soul has grown deep like the rivers.

Langston Hughes

Aaron Douglas M
Congq 1928 |4

Or of Langston Hughihéed Negrlbi Spedheempbema ysr st

in its simple solemn rhythmicity.

I n 1828 and 1831, Abraham Lincoln and some fr
on a fl atboat diower tfhreo mMilsisliismsdipgpit ®® New Or | ee¢
horrified by what he saw at the sl ave market

his | ifetime crusade against sl avery.

Claude McKay (18891948)

Born in Jamaica, McKay came to
Harlem in 1912. He worked at odd jobs
and wrote poetry protesting the state of
Black Americans. His poetry presents
radical views but follows classic forms.
In 1928, his novelHome to Harlem
about a soldier who deserts the army and
goes back to find a life in Harlem,
became a bestseller. McKay lived for
much of the 20s and 30s in Europe and
espoused Communism. He returned to
the US in the late 30s, becoming a
citizen in 1940 and a Catholic in 1944.
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Claude McKaydés sonnet brings to us the horror
men for c¢crimes of which they were al most cert
Postcards were made to tell tohre@s flr icamdaotarbd

to show t hese.

The Songngwadsrwriittten by Abel Meeropol , an Eng
He published it under the pseudonymolfewihe Al I
Communi st Partiyabandepaed hihe wirpedaned chil dren

Rosenberg, who had been convicted of espionag
famous recording of the song twdasl9%50sBillie Ho
https://vimeo.com/ 5568311

Droning a drowsy syncopated tune,
Rocking back and forth to a mellow croo
| heard a Negro play.

Down on Lenox Avenue the other night
By the pale dull pallor of a one bulb light
He did a | azy sway
He did a | azy sway
To the tune 06 tho

Langston Hughes, music arranged by
Leonard Feather and played by an
all-star jazz sestet, 1958

LANGSTON HUGHES



https://vimeo.com/5568311
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S is one of the great contributi
South abBentuhe. turim oéritwed20r om Af
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| got those sad old weary blues.

| don't know where teurn.

Number 321950

i s
can

anot her Bl
Abstract

ues poem from Langston
Expressioni st

the music

from the trumpet at his lips
is honey

mixed with liquid fire

the rhythm

from the trumpet at his lips
is ecstasy

distilled from old desiré

Langston Hughes

Clifford Brown

Stefan Berg2007
Buddy Bolden from
Let that Bad Air Out

r st

Hugh
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Qur final Hughes poem describes the music of
experience of jazz.

The il lustration i solfdreonm aa bNoeovk @artbl@euanrasBywtdrduym pBe
beli eve was one of the gQoenaitn go rTihgrionadtts T$l) aolf g hjt
Mi chael Ondaatje describes his rise to fame a
The music i1 s a tr umppear ts odfo a f1 9C3adhf rivacsodr i ddi gndge mk
of 6ve Got Ydwm unChodre MyorSker). Clifford Brown d
age of 26 years.

Sidney Bechet
Summertimel939

That note you hold, narrowing and rising, shakes
Like New Orleans reflected on the water,
And in all ears appropriate falsehood wakes,

Building for some a legendary Quarter
Of balconies, flowebaskets and quadrilles, - o
Everyone making love and going shares Philip Larkin

enamored of J

White poe'ttenafurtyhenaz0e | ong been
they sought i n th

f rdeoem and rhythm, attributes

Sidney Berh®qd) (B89 7born in New Orl eans as a ¢
saxophone and clarinet with some of the risin
musi ci ards atso ar esmdroi st . Li ke many of his coll

d

Bechet plays sopfamowmestairm@@ghdnemi a 1889 recor

Larkinds poem uses r hyre tabbumtb, tlhiake ijsa znzo,t isty nfc
thdleene verses. Li ke jazz everything comes tog
Larkin revels in the music, knowing full wel/l
New Orl eans. St or yvi IHaeu biosu rtghf eT Neerme®aO r (I geuaanrst et rh)a
aside by Al der man -ISitgohrty daiss tar ircetg utl ca t ceadn trreadl pr
| ocated on -ltihkee gtruerant offi ntahle cMiesssciesnsti pp i b
ve t haati nf awzrzi ghhands iitns tnthe bars and brot hel
al in 1917 and most of the buildings dem
scussion of the poem is at:

/[ / www. allinfo.org.uk/l evelup/sidney. htm
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http://www.allinfo.org.uk/levelup/sidney.htm
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William Matthews
(19421997)

Don't play too much, don't play
too loud, don't play the melody.
You have to anticipate her

and to subdue yourself.

She used to give me her smoky
eye when | got boisterous,

so | learned to play on tip

toe and to play the better half
of what | might.

Matt hews considers the complex intemDaontbtitons b
play too much, dondét play todllyosexuaAs re ds tc.
the relationship between Billie Holiday and t
band (fdA86ml1)93He called her fALady Dayo and sh

When | wasn't nothing but a child
When | wasn't nothing but a child
All you men tried to drive me wild

BessieSmith sings out "Daddy"
and Louis Armstrong plays back "Daddy"
as clear through his horn as if he'd
spoken it.

Sometimes the interactions between accompani s
Bessie Smithecogklcogsli Bilgoensd 1929 .
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Hayden Carruth
(1921-2008)

Born in New England, and educated
in North CarolinaCarruthpublished
more than 30 books of poetry. His
poems considered rural life, social
justice and jazz.

But don't say a word,
don't tell a soul, they wouldn't
understand, they couldn't, never
in a million years, how fine,
how magnificent we were
in that old club tonight

Hayden @arermutirsbsabout the experience of jazz m
after a gig at a White Tower diner in Chicago
and whwskewpbdt we fine tonight?

A website about t het iWhli tset aflodvieng riestatur ants s
http://www. roadarch.com/ eateries/ wt2. ht ml

Blue in Greerfrom Kind of Blue, 1959

The next two poems consider or allude to what
Bl uere®nd&Gm the 1959 WinhcesoDEBE samadvioelimaends ar e M
Davis on htnr Coddtr,anko omBitldnd&nw anasx omh phano, Palt
and Jimmy Cobb dr ums. Mi |l es begins the piece
begins the music sampl e.


http://www.roadarch.com/eateries/wt2.html
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Terrance Hayes
(1971)

Born in South Carolina, he studied literature and painting at Coker College
played on the basketball team. He did graduate work at the University of
Pittsburgh. He has taught for a while at Carnegie Mellon and is now a
Professor of English at the University of Pittsburgh. He was awarded a
Mc Art hur Fell owship (fgenius gran

Terrance Hayes is one of the best young bl ack
whiBdicas t aken, Muvsacsu lean(tli M Se)idc

Black as snow & ice as cool/ Miles stood hdranded while
Johnso&soloed | mean mad but mute like you be when you

got five minutes/ to be somewhere ten minutes away & a train
outtanowhere stops yowloxcarboxcarboxca& tracknoise

The poem refers to the interactBbos bies BeeanM
one example but they played togpehsonfpr Mskegese
the | eader and Coltrane one of tihve |gerseamassol o
indeed the son of a dentist; Coltrane was bor
wife, from whom he semahaetmdi hhallf8é6d butewpt h
relationshinp Coltrane became more and mor e

Christian, Il slam and Hindu religions ®o his m
Love Suecemded samtoed omgewa wi th Miles Davis an
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trane was addicted to heroin and alcohol ,
in 1967 at the age of 40 years.

The poem uses the rhythm ofoutnhde bHoex ctahresn p a sksein
t houghtlsat(eHd oirs a dmatleataeid lwédadudbe e@efvet he tr ai
waiting for Coltrane to finish his solo.

Grace Schulman(1935 )

Blue in greenbaywaterseen through grasses
that quiver over it, stirring the air,

sl anted agai nentdasheh e w
Each blade is a brushstroke on thin rice paper,

unrehearsed, undrafted, no revision,
right on the first ta
on tenor sax, John Coltrane fills the blues
with mournful chords on scales ol

ending in air.

Grace Schul manés pod&8ihudeamins HLdlereathkbeypwemhi 6ha
ekphrasis, deskthe bsagnds avrod dtsh Biioft emloy i lo nad u lr
it right on the first take.

LorenzoMaitani, Orvieto Cathedral (1% Century)
Naomi teaches reading; Jubal and his bells.
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Schul mandés poem refers to Jubal dés chords. The
were born of the | ine of Cain in the | and of
And his brother's name was Jubal he was t
organ.
Na o mi watsh etrh eo fmoRut h. She took care of Rut hds
Davi d. The relief on the Orvieto cathedral S
and musi c.
Rap Poetry
Certainly the most popular form of
poetry today, rap is a creation of
urban AfricanRAmerican males.
Like all oral poetry in English the
rhythms are mainly determined by
placing accents, usually four in a
line:
/ /
Some say the blacker the berry
/ /
the sweeter the juice
In rap poetry these accents form
more complex rhythms with drums
and other musical sounds.
One of the descenngdweonrtdss osfp ojkaeznz tios ar adprpiivi ng b a
Spoken words were always a part of the Bl ues,
popul ar. The fitting of the words to the musi
si mpl e Tlupuwmech aog extremely compl ex. Rhyme i s
Alliteration is used to accentuate the beats.

Tupac Shakur
(1971-1996)

Born to aparentsvho were associated
with therevolutionary Black Panthers,
Tupac was named after the last Inca
Emperor Tupaédmarull who rebelled
against Spanish rule. He grew to a
life of both sensitivity andrime He
had multiple arrestsecamepart of the
thugand gang culture. His rap music
was loud rhythmically complex and
often obsceneHis success as a rapper
broughtenvyand violence. He was
fatally shot leavinga Mike Tyson
boxing match.
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Shakur was one of the great

ot her bl ack -bnyu ssihcoioatnisn ga mwda sh ipse rdnhraipvse
ns unsol ved.

ooting remai

Nina Simone (19322003)

Simone studied to be a concert pianist
the Juilliard School but her application
to the Curtis Institute of Music was
rejected. She began to play piano in a
jazz nightclub, and started singing
because she was paid more if she sang
as well. In the 1960s she became an
avid supporter of the Civil Rights
Movement. One of her most famous
songs from this time weRirate Jenny
This came originally fronThe
ThreepennyDpera(1928) byBertolt
Brecht and Kurt Weill. In her version,
Simone changed the setting to a flop
house in South Carolina.

conclude this section with one
and tu

rate

rned to jazz

when she coul d

There's a ship

The Black Freighter

Turns around in the harbor
Shootint guns from her bow

Pirate Jenny’

Voices 3B11

est awny

mo st
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no | onger

Jennyods SondBee@ugmansshyOiBegira @ll Ity Br eaint
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bi dheerg ti me unti |l her ship finally arrives to
up to Jenny to decide whether they I|ive or di
Peechum who is upset by tearNagcrke ntthées Kneiffues,i nagn
sometitmees MBryosti tute Jenny who has harbored M:
his refusal f bdoo. pglerw eb autph Pooddes the song gives v
f o

downtrodden rrrevenge.

Si monebsanseo npgo pouelcar i n the Civil Rights era as
may ultimately end in violence.

Honey Mixed With Liquid Fire

Ve

Norman LewisUntitled, 1947

The painting illustrated i n -t%h7%) ,f iaAmmeAffsrtiacdaen
artist born in Harlem. He was painting in the
as they were but his workhwasgoaphl obkéede Tha
magazine is all white

https://en. wi kipedia.org/ wiki/ The _ |l rascibles



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Irascibles

