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Warming
Her
Pearls

The Kiss 1908
Gustav Klimt

t fee n dehahndgeddmat i cally during the
| ove retained mpgor toavreadevhel mi ng

The painting is by

Gol d

Edna St

Gustav KIlI i mt.
his p&ionttirrmgs of Adeds dBdocrhi Beadileien Wo ma n

Photograph by Arnol&hente 1914

Edna St. Vincent Millay
(18921950)

Millay was born in Maine. The
name St. Vincent was taken from thq
New York Hospital, where an uncle
had been saved just before her birth
She attended Vassar College, and
lived in Greenwich Village after
graduating. She had numerous
affairs with lovers of both sexes, but
was stably married from 1923 to her
husbandos deat h
poems and verse dramas, and was
particularly adept at the sonnet.

Wiindeary was
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Picton 2017 Lecture Notes: Pearls Voices 7B2
| shall forget you presently, my dear,
So make the most of this, your little day
Your little month, your little half a year,
Ere | forget, or die, or move away
Love is not all: it is not meat nor drink
Nor slumber nor a roof against the rain
Nor yet a floating spar to men that sink
And rise and sink and rise and sink agd
The text progsodesestshrdbdeofihsest two are t
recogsodfi ntghaen df itrh3itred second i s a sonnet for
di sconnected:
|l , being born a woman and distressed
By all the needs and notions of my
Amrgwed by your propinquity to find
Your person fair, and feel a certai
To bear your body's weight wupon my
So subtly is the fume of | ife desi
To clarify the pulse and cloud the
And | eave me once again undone, po

Dorothy Parker
(18931967)

Born as Dorothy Rothschild (but unrelated
to the banking family), she attended a
Catholic school until she characterized the
i mmacul ate conceptd.i
combustion. o She ne
married a stocloroker Edwin Parker when
she was 20. She wrote fdanity Fairand
became a member of the Algonquin Roung
Table, where her caustic wit made her
famousiia combi nati on
Lady Macbet ho (Al ex

By the time you swear you're his,
Shivering and sighing,

And he vows his passion is
Infinite, undying,

Lady, make a note of thi
One of you is lying.
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The new woman was nonilwhnsg ears rsehtairrpi nags ahnedr hbeord y
Parker became one of the great wits of the ag
undercurrent of despair.bédove is not what ito!

| always saw, | always said

If I were grown and free,

I'd have a gown of reddest red
As fine as you could see,

To wear out walking, sleek and slo 1
Upon a Summer day, ‘
And there'd be one to see me so

And flip the world away.

Red Dress
Marilyn Monroe

And he would be a gallant one,
With stars behind his eyes,
And hair like metal in the sun,
And lips too warm for lies.

| always saw us, gay and good,
High honored in the town.

Now | am grown to womanhood....
| have the silly gown.

Be you wise and never sad,

You will get your lovely lad.
Never serious be, nor true,

And your wish will come to yoii
And if that makes you happy, kid,
You'll be the first it ever did.
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Audendo$sfupeemhasB8l hesome one of centuryds most
t he deat h .ddfaveav ero,v eidt obneepd @ haes Aisc etgh &NoI HF G

Auden and Christopher | sherwood. The play 1is
cl i mboe rwaatsh e mpt i ng to be the first to reach th
sumag his funeral. I't is hard tiotdescnri tatt he

public grief for theddgaet hi ¢ fThas fpsomore s tsp ethsaa m
by hypdmplaaclke up t he moon &en dp ode ns nhaanst | sei ntchee bseucnt

expression of private grief. Poems often tran
The poem was useRourn Wehded ilmM®Ps4 anway ihkuaaet &I M:
(John Hannah) recites t4me ploeve Hit&d fheet B rudhse r arl ¢
played by Hugh Grant, Kristen Scott Thomas, A

W. H. Auden o 78

| with
Isherwood

with %

Auden, who was homosexually promiscuous in his youth, worked well with
some ofhis partners, particularly Christopher Isherwood, with whom he wr:
several plays. In 1939, he met and fell in love with Ché&éman Chester
expanded Audenodés experience of op
StraviTmR&a&k é6s .Hhenlgertagether was made difficult by
Audenbs obsessive | ove and Chest e
married Erika Mann so that she could leave Germany. He teased his frien
family that he had never been divorced.

Auden had two mai inhCHroivsetso pdhuerri nlgs hhearswdad eand CF
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This is a video prud d armtfehteiagpro wanfiotritdeao ff adfeund e n 6 s
homosexual | overs. The relationship is one th
an affair wherein fidelity is not important
There mea&nitmwgs to dlieo:
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The video by David Whoitneacg esr yf acsfc i moama sneggx U aolr i c
htt /[ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=K5X6nQzL9EO

Louis MacNeice

MacNeice married Mary Ezra in
1929. His father the bishop was
horrified that he had married a Jew
and Maryés fami/|l
neurological evaluation because
MacNei cebds brot he
Syndrome. Shortly after the birth of
their son in 1934, Mary left
MacNeice. Their divorce was
finalized in 1936. At that time
MacNeice was living in a ground
floor flat in Hampstead near the hous
where Keats had writte@de to a
Nightingale



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5X6nQzL9E0
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We have met LouiibBeMwadlet he beftboe of Bagpi pe |

l't'"s no go the merrggeshawnd, it's no go
All we want is a |imousine and a ticket
Their knicker sdealmienenadtehe®ifr cslepes ar e m:
Their halls are |ined with tiger rugs a

The sunlight on the garden
Hardens and grows cold,
We cannot cage the minute
Within its nets of gold;
When all is told

We cannot beg for pardon.

Our freedom as free lances
Advances towards its end;

The earth compels, upon it
Sonnets and birds descend;

And soon, my friend,

We shall have no time for dances.

MacNei was al so the author of one of the great
his wifeTHMaiy Barai age was fraught from the b
he was marrying a Jew and Marywst habowyg wswgsedw
indicated a hd&yedhe¢ atr iyme otoldd ut ilh o mahpede vbaa kjpeon  u p

wi t h ot.hee¥r tlhoevye sr et ai ned deep feelings for eac
The poem uses stanzas of 6 | ines.rAhmemoche e
end of the first | ine rhymes with the beginni
beginning of the fourth

Thetftih | ine iesadtae&ndfaculst odi ffers from the othe

and by rhyming its end word with the end of t

The stanza ends with a |Iine that rhymes with
sense of complediby havahgotkkenWvewal stanza r.

We are dyi nigr eecgayhpbts wdoyridnsg of thh S hdkiesgptelma epeny
and Cl AopatWaScene 15:

|l am dying, Egypt, dying. Only

I here I mportune death awhil e, unt i |
Of mapobpysend kisses the poor | ast

I l ay upon thy 1ips.
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separati oMattNemcdat p,0Kk
| i ved aOwdde Wihogtee¢ i ngal e.

Larkinds po

Ear | of
wi feds
coupl e
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Philip Larkin (1922-1985)

Born into amiddle-classfamily, Larkin won
a scholarship to Oxford, having been
rejected from war service because of his
eyesight. After graduating, he became a
librarian, finally moving to a position at the
University of Hull in 1955. He published
two novels, reviewed jazz recordings, and
wrote fourvolumes of poetryThe North
Ship, The Less Deceived, The Whitsun
WeddingsandHigh WindowsHis poetry
captured the mood of the time, and he was
chosert h e n bestlovedpdesin 2003.
He wrotenumerous letters tisiends and,

when these were published after his death,

their occasional racism and misogyny
detracted from his fame.

Portrait, Collected Poems, 198§

em An Arundel
Arundel and his
|l ie upon a dog,
are holding hand

Tomb
wi f e. The
the symbol
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An Arundel Tomb

Such plainness of the pbaroque
Hardly involves the eye, until

It meets his lefhand gauntlet, still
Clasped empty in the other; and

One sees, with a sharp tender shock,
His hand withdrawn, holding her hand.

This striking detai

I the most memorabl e part
Our ail motsit n
s

ct al most true:
Wh at wi || urvive of us i s | ove.

Later Larkin was | édl tdo nrgperiwidaefvaec tt hoaft at hlea thea nvli
restm.s aMo ot rebewkevevjdendicates its medieval
The final |l ine of the poem is inscribed on La

High Windows

Tom

Courtenay

Rather than words comes th@oughtof
highwindows:

The surcomprehending glass,

And beyond it, the deep blue almatshows

Nothing, and is nowhere, anddadless

Lar kHingdls Wipmadowsiles a view of the sexual revol
the one had he feels jJjealous of the new freed
more to | ife than fucking.
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Born in Montreal, educated at McGi.ohen
beganhis artistic life as a poet. After three
books of poetry and two novels, he left for thd
United States in 1967 to pursue a career as 4
singer and sonwriter. His23 albums made
him famous.In 2006he returned to poetry
with Book of Longing

I loved you in the morning, our kisses deep and warm,
your hair upon the pillow like a sleepy golden storm,
yes, many loved before us, | know that we are not new,
in city and in forest they smiled like me and you,

but now it's come to distances and both of us must try,
your eyes are soft with sorrow,

Hey, that's no way to say goodbye.

o0 Wasy otnoe Soafy tGoeo dgbryeeahte baaglel aodfs
|l l ustrations on thbhesBodk afe
a col | aber aandonP hbieltiwe e@l alLseso ntao
i c and songs from fihkeebobd#&. T
ul woman, the Buddhi st symbol

Hi s BeywgThat 6s n
free | ove. The i
LongTmigs | ed to
recording of mus
man, the beautif
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This 1959 photograph of Sylvia Plath and Ted
couple of the midcentury, the beautiful young
poets of thbeborigaeskeyahmsppympiamyeach ot her

Sylvia Plath
(19321963)

Pl at hds f ather
was 8 years old. She suffered
from depression throughout he
life, and attempted suicide &
several times during her time g
Smith College. In 1955, she
was awarded a fellowship to (K
study in Cambridge where shel
met Ted Hughes. They married
in 1956, and had two children.
Hughes had an affair withssia [¥
Wevill in 1962, and Sylvia

committed suicide in 1963.

TopWithens Bill Brandt, 1945

The story was far more tragioc. Pl ath committe
these also ended tragically. Hughes Hughes wa:
passiofh Emi Wyt Beontsgésimegthed his | ife. Ted anct
Heat hcliff and Catherine

Bi |l | Brandt 6s phot Dgp aWiht bsehrosvisd t fhaer mhua mse odn t
moors, the | ocationseddatomoberassume. Bfdimbpo
Awithenso is similar to wuthering.)
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Ted Hughes
(1930-1998)

Born in Yorkshire, Hughes
attended Cambridge
University, where he met and
married Sylvia Plath. His affairjsgae=>
with AssiaWevill ended in
1969 when she also commit
suicide. His most famous
books of poetry ar€row
(1970) andBirthday Letters
(1998)

Ted Hughes reading
| - Wuthering Heightdy o
Sylvia Plath TopWithens Bill Brandt, 1945

Some recent Tpohpo tWiagrrleeepdssa iolfa bl e :
ht p: / / www. ihlalweoge .hor g. uk/ wal ks/ wi thens/ withens.
http:// www.lHhawcecer.tor g. uk/ brontes/ places/ top_wi't

The wabgp Wetthens froR@tahéuviyl jageée wowest of Haw

The other |l ocation (&tmu$Hawrh ewldi o ewd s | ess tt kel iBs
parsonage in Haworth which was the home of th

h rote a poem Wbolibhn® e onc cthseilneé dsthoe tr avel e
Yorkshire to meet Hughesd family. Hughes provi
he | andscape.

Faggots iTaseastiyckaken fitdhmatcaprei odd ewmoddsndl ed
make fences. The hills on the horizon are |iKk

Much | ater Hughes remembered their visit in a
of podrmat he wrote toiBiomehday dgltheepssee mwsetrhe hpiusb |
1998 just before he died.

The two poems are compl ementary. Pl at hés i s o
Hughesd poem is one ob6taadingcollection and u


http://www.haworth-village.org.uk/walks/withens/withens.asp
http://www.haworth-village.org.uk/brontes/places/top_withens.asp
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Margaret Atwood (1939 )

Born in OttawaAtwood studied at

the University of Toronto and
Harvard. She became famous for her
novels,suchas he HanThmali
(1985)andAlias Grace(1996).
However she has also written many
volumes of poetry.

AfFor me poetry is
is renewed. If poetry vanished,
|l anguage would be

I would like to watch you sleeping,

which may not happen.
I would like to watch you,

sleeping. | would like to sleep

with you, to enter

your sleep as its smooth dark wave

slides over my head

| would like to be the air

that inhabits you for a moment
only. | would like to be that unnoticegl

& that necessary.

Margaret Atwood

Cover of True Stories
Light Heart 1980
Margaret Atwood

ustration

S

a painting by Atwood

otnhse Wosr dt aSK eere.p
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Carol Ann Duffy
(1955-)

Born in Glasgow, Duffy began writing
poetry in high school. She studied
philosophy at the University of
Liverpool, and is presently the director
of the Writing School at Manchester
Metropolitan University. She had a-15
year relationship with Jackie Kay,
another Scottish poet. She was
appointed Poet Laureate of the United
Kingdom in2009.

Warming her Pearls

Woman with Pearl
Necklace in a Loge
Mary Cassatt, 1879

And | lie here awake,
knowing the pearls are cooling even now
in the room where my mistress sleeps. All night
| feel their absence and | burn.

Duffy heard from a friend that in Victorian t|
pearl s during her dayés work. The intent was
of theDupff&fayuhsd. ttihee pmarce erotic than demeaning.
fallen in | ove awitthio uhgehr srhies t€traeesnpetaspeakavé be
of her | ove

The reading is by Duffy. Hédorthernaccent is appropriate for that of the maid.
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Robin Robertson
(1955 )

Born in Perthshire Scotland,
Robertson attended Aberdeen
University. After graduating he
worked for several London
publishing houses. He is presently
poetry and fiction editor at
Jonathan Cape.

Carci of

Food can often be quite sexy.iab.d Hi.owL &vihreeyn cag e
considered |Iike female genitalia
l'ts nakednweaslsl al |i tws tfhliomwer i ng forever unsc¢
One small way of a<oaes$ssioreldyframdttlei $iglha
Fig, fruit of the female mystery, covert a
Medi tefranéanwith your covert nakedness,
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Louise Gliick
(1943 )

Born in New York,Gliick
attended both Sarah Lawrenceg
College and Columbia
University. She was the US
Poet Laureate from 2002
2003. She currently teaches af]
Boston University and Yale.
She has been married and
divorced twice. Some of her
poems deal wit

friction of f

i nane

he
g out af

l oveaod

(Robbins, Los Angeles Review
of Books, 2012)

Photograph by Sigrid Estrada, ¢ 2003
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