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Millennium Approaches

Sub SpeciéAeternitatis

Chosen Site
Paul Klee, 1940

And so we come to the | ast'!®Tewot presPoettyonisn
session we shall consider a Ilittle history S
the 1998 Good Friday Agreement, and the epide
(AI'DS) of the 198dfs tamad sleOs9Visan Thhemdad tflreom t he
pl Apgel s i.nhdmpaiechi ng by Paul Kl ee was compl «
back to his 1914 visit to Tunis and | ooks ahe
The end of a mill enmi wmniss denr avhprto prsi aotfe |taism
at our transient | ife from the viewpoint of e

Constantine P.Cavafy
(18631933)

Born in Alexandria to Greek parents,
Cavafy worked in the offices of the
Ministry of Public Works, and wrote
poems for his friends. These were
only collected and published after
his death. They deal with history,
philosophy and homosexual love.
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We begin the session with a poem translated f
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It i s a poem about t hetqg ohiir:nelyomnd iOmylststeailksa .f r7
initially de®dryislsasy pear Heoantee d st h®e d ti urey.atRuorven d
Canbegan with it; Ul &msmeos/ £Jdo ytcheed se vneonvtesl t o moder
i ncident of Odryesssieauss rtead tke sn\Wa sttoE|TLiah ds
Cavafyodos poem asserts the idea that though th
rewar d.

Keep Ithaka always in your mind.

Arriving there is what youodre destined

But dondt hurady .t he journey at

Better iif it |l asts for year s,

so youobdére old by the time you reach the

ealthy with all youbve gained on the w
ot expecting Ithaka to make you rich.

Ithaka gave you the marvelous journey.

Wit hout her you wouldn't have set out.

She nmgshing |l eft to give you now.

And i f you find her poor, l'thaka wonoét

Wi se as you will have become, so full o

youol | have understood by then what the
Notes: The Laistrygonians are giant cannibals
They destroyed some of Ulyssesd6 ships, killed
This video presé&etbs Cohakayawitbdadubyc by Van
https://www. youtube.com/ watch?v=1n3n20x4YfKk



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1n3n2Ox4Yfk
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Easter Rising, 1916

Led by the schoolmaster Patrick

Connolly, Irish nationalists seized
the General Post Office and other
key locations in downtown Dublin.
The British overcame the rebels
using thousands of soldiers and

extensive shelling. The leaders of
the rebellion were executed.

Among them was John MacBride, ;

the husband of Maude Gonne, and
ThomasMacDonagh a poet and

teacher. The rebellion cemented thé

desire for Irish independence, whic
came to fruition in 1922.
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Patrick Pearse ConstanceéMarkievicz

MacDonaghand MacBride
And Connolly andPearse

Now and in time to be,
Wherever green is worn,

Are changed, changed utterly:
A terrible beauty is born.

ThomasMacDonagh
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James Connolly

Read by Jim Norton
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http://www.jimfitzpatrick.com/product-category/irish-revolutionaries/
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Yeats poem was written at the time of the Eas-
|l ndependence had begun.

The poem was shortlisted in the 2016 competit
Br oadcampgahlgi dCio- Teifloirf 2l el iarnedadmisn cent enary cel
Upri.$hegwofmntelhe cwarspea istadanmet ybya bSoeuatmutsh eH edaenaet
mot her in 1984:

When all the others were away at Mass

| was allhers as we peeled potatoes.

They broke the silence, let fall one by one

Like solder weeping off the soldering iron:

Cold comforts set between us, things to share
Gleaming in a bucket of clean water.

And again let fall. Little pleasant splashes
Fromeachdter 6 s wor k would bring us to our s
So while the parish priest at her bedside

Went hammer and tongs at the prayers for the dying
And some were responding and some crying

| remembered her head bent towards my head,

Her breath in mine, our fluent dipgrknivesi

Never closer the whole rest of our lives.

Thmost endofi gatasttee@o®e mwhi ch (1 nt wrageg i onfg tfhoa r
ver ses:

All changed, changed utterly:

A terrible beauty is born.
I n the second verse
That wOoasntManrcke evi cz . I1Roadree thou nhtairnrgi.ertHser deat |
commut ed.
Thi simPmatnri ck Pearse, the acknowledged | eader ¢
Thi s iTdbbeons MacDonagh
This otiMajomadohn MacBride. Maud Gomaredesd hats b
the ti me ofHet hheadr efboeulglhitonma)gai nst the British i

The ending to Yeatsd poem mentions fAwherever
symbol of I rish Nationalism siTheaWehg ©O&ait bd
Greies1 a street ball adefntamyt hdaite tBirme. slhn atth e m
wearing of green and the displaying of the sh
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Audends Eveaturenyondeview, {1948

However diverse our fundamental beliefs may be, the reaction of most
of us to all that occult is, | fancy, the same: how on earth, we wonder,
could a man of Yeatsds gifts tak

€ he transformed a certain kind
being either an official performance of impersonal virtuosity or a trivial
versdesocitéinto a serious reflective poem of at once personal and
public interest.

Yeats released regulatanzaigoetry, whether reflective or lyrical,
from iambic monotony

o oo/ ol I o/l o o ol

I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree,

oo [/ oo [/ o] o/ o /I o [/

And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made

provided a c¢r
Hi s comments on the
Memory of W. B

Yeat s.

Voices 8A5

ti easlsaggval uati on of
Afoccasi oheaplt epnobeemr@ n alro¢li6s e r

Yeat s

il onal poems are what poet | aureates ar

was notaua emdet and his occasional

commi

The recordi

S Si

oned by those in power.

In Memory of WB Yeats

He disappeared in the dead of winter:

The brooks were frozen, the airports
almostdeserted, h

And snow disfigured the public statues

You were silly like us; your gift
survivedit all:

The parish of rich women, physical
decay

Yourself.Mad Ireland hurt you into
poetry

Earth, receive ahonouredjuest:
William Yeats is laid to rest.
Let the Irish vessel lie
Emptied of its poetry.

HowardCoster1935

poems

wer e

ng shows how Yeats accentuated t
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Memorable Speech

Of the many definitions of poetr)y
speech. o0 Tithmast movesouremotionsagr excite our intellect, fo
only that which is moving or exciting is memorable, and the stimulus is th
audible spoken word or cadence, to which in all its powsuggestion and
incantationwve mustsurrender, as we do when talking to an intimate friend.
We must, in fact, make exactly the opposite kind of mental effort to that w
make in grasping other verbal uses, for in the case of the latter the aura g
suggestion round every word through which, like the atom radiating lines
force through the whole of space and time, it becomes ultimately a sign fa
the sum of all possible meanings, must be rigorously suppressed and its
meaning confined to a single dictionary one. For this reason the expositio
of a scientific theory is easier to read than to hear. No poetry on the other
hand, which when mastered is not better heard than read is good poetry.

(preface tof h e P o et W.sH. Aliden and dohn Garrett, 1935

Besemt he comment

Voices 8A6

For poetry makes nothing happen: i1t sur
I n the valley of its making where execu
Woul d never want to tamper, flows on so
From ranches of isolation and the busy
Raw towns that we believe and die in; [
Away of happening, a mout h.

Auden i s saying that poetry gives voice to wh

happen.

Thi squattan exddoreptprfer@ame t o an ant hol ogy of g

Audemphasi z o yt lees seewnciet of poetry. But what ab

not hing happen? Perhaps Auden is underesti mat

ideas and feelings can it not change things?

Heather McHugh
(1948 )

Born in SarDiego, raised in
Virginia and educatedt Harvard,
McHugh hagpublished several
books ofpoetry, taught writing at
manyUS universities, anderved
asthe chancellor of thAcademy
of AmericanPoets (1992005).
She was awarded a McArthur
Genius Grant in 1999.
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wi t h

Fabio Doplicher
(19382003)

Born in Trieste, he worked mainly
in Rome as a poet and dramatist.
He was a founder of the Centro
Internazionale Poesia della
Metamorfosi in Fano (on the
Adriatic), which worked to
introduce foreign poetry to Italy.

sepreparatinonsietea morire
nontentateil canta

(if you are not prepared to die, you
should not try to sing.)

Mc Hu gphoOesvih at He dTelsacuglbtes -varsidx dloa Rgpane .
compare

meet | talian poets and
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Giordano Bruno
(15481600

Born near Naples, he entered the Dominican order but was aafusegsy
and forced to flee. He taught philosophy at various diti€airope,
supporting the Copernican view of the universé havinga more mystical
view of physics than other scientists of bia He was arraigned before the
Roman Inquisitionfound guilty of heresyandburned at the stake the

Campodei Fiori.
God is no
fixed point or central government bu
poured in waves, through all things.
The statue toC@mprondd&norBr wae iemected in 1889,
tempor al power over the city of Rome. Even th
Grave of Robert
Louis Stevenson
(18501894)
Samoa
Under the wide and starry sky, This be the verse you grave for me:
Dig the grave and let me lie. Here he lies where he longed to be;
Glad did | live and gladly die, Home is the sailor, home from sea,
And | laid me down with a will. And the hunter home from the hill.

Now we shall turn to two poems by Philip Lark
The firstThisebB®dgti eédegeuWotati on from a famous poce

Stevenson.
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This Bethe Verse Churchill r :

They fuck you up, your mum and dad.
They may not mean to, but they do.
They fill you with the faults they had
And add some extra, just for you.

But they were fucked up in their turn
By fools in oldstyle hats and coats,
Who half the time were sopgstern
And half at one another's throats.

Man hands on misery to man.

It deepens like a coastal shelf.
Get out as early as you can,

And don't have any kids yourself.

Harold
Pinter

noéds

poem presents a view of

Voices 8A9

f e

The poem i s readhbdbye Har@ay sl Pawne elbe eh
Poetry may provide a way for us to let out our frustrations with life.

The second

Aubades

Monségur Catharcitadel
defeated in 1244 during
theAlbigensianCrusade

Aubadesare dawrsongs (Frenchubé. They derivefrom the troubadours and
servevarious purposes. Most simply, they could kikaamksgivingfor the new
day or for the wonderful night that has just passed. In terms of the traditio
of courtly love, they could denote the need for the lover to wake up and led
As such, they couldlso be verynournful songs describing the end of love.
Finally, they could consider the problems that need to be faced in thaagew
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Meanwhile telephones crouch, getting ready to ring
In lockedup offices, and all the uncaring

Intricate rented world begins to rouse.

The sky is white as clay, with no sun.

Work has to be done.

Tom Courtenay
(Pretendingio Be Me)

Larkin statue, Hull Railway
Station, Martin Jennings, 2010

The il lustration shows the Larkin statue at t
of John Betjeman in St Pancras station in Lon
famous poems abodthet Wav eélsluinndveldygi ngai n,

The Padmbeacerns the fear of death

This is a special way of being afraid
No trick dispels. Religion used to try,
That vesatt emotmusi cal brocade

Created to pretend w never di e,

e
hat says no rationa

And specious stuff t

Can f eairt acdarmnaotg feel, not seeing

That this isowhiaghwe mheasound,

No touch or taste or smell, nothing to
Not hing to | ove or | ink with,

The anaesthetic from which none come ro

There is |little one cmer Was itwe cfoaart.erOnehi go esso
treatment might | ie in talking with others.
Wor k has to be done.
Postmen | i ke doctors go from house to h

Poetry is another way of talking to each othe
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Derek Walcott
(1930 )

Born in St Lucia in the Caribbean, Walcott initially trained as a painter.
However, poetry soon became his defining art. His ©pieros(1990) is a
retelling of some Dhelliadsetinghe Caviobdae.s
Walcott won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1992. He is currently the
Professor of Poetry at Essex University.

Voices 8A11

Walcott died about two weeks agthe 20" Century saw the loss tiie EuropeaEmpires.
Colonies exploited by European powers gained their freedom and began to pursue their own
national culturesSaint Lucia, previously controlled first by France and thyeBritain became a

sovereign state in 197@ftenthe cultures of new natiom®mbiredindigenous and colonial
Wa | @nerododks at the inhabitants of the Island of St. Lucia through the eyes of

sources

the Ancient Greek poetry, using some of therfs used by Dante in hizivine Comedy
Notes for the poem are presented on the website
http://academics.eckerd.edu/facultywiki/index.php/OMEROS:HOME

Omeros

And now the villagers emerged from the green shade
of the almonds and waeavedmanchineelsfor the faceoff
that Hector wantedchille walked off and waited

Theel ect i fomo mpedceird ead T hued ebst itkebd me r .

greatest

dr ags

hi

warrior of the Trojans,
s b o d ya rboeuhnidn dt hhei sw acl hlasr iooft

Hector
kil l s
Troy.

son
Patroc

C


http://academics.eckerd.edu/facultywiki/index.php/OMEROS:HOME
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I n the poem many stories intertwine with that
St Lucia is cwanilrdekedtt hmopgmsi oned army off
during World War 11 and his wif e eMmaudde.s cHeilbeens
journeys of the author ideme®dpwaBlaempy tdiafrfoamean tt |
stories from history are also narrated, e. g.
defeated the French fleet near St Luci a.
Walbtt 6s ptoeernz al sreismai.s t heDsVvyhe Tohehéedysiranms
uses-ltimreeet anzassc hwdimi&hd |al orwhsy ntehe sequence aba
ltalian i s much easier to rhyme tbheamweEmgl i sh.
stamtzasal so uses oftlaetthser hrylngemse $Saercdoengu !l ar .
The recording has been excerpted from a BBC p
http://www. bbc.co.uk/ programmes/ p01b9nbd

Thom Gunn

(19292004)

Born in Gravesend, Gunn studied

literature at Cambridge University.

In 1954 he emigrated to the United

States with his lover Mik&itay,

with whom he stayed until his

death. Gunn enthusiastically took

up the bohemian gay life of sex J

and drugs in San Francisco. His \

bookThe Man with Night Sweats \

(1992) was an elegy for all his

friends who had died during the

AIDs epidemic Portrait by DarBachardy 1968
Gunn died at age 75 years from fAacute polysub
numerous partners right up to the end of his
The first cases of Al ®©8ilfiinv et heo MbdS eweurad rmeemo rdte
form of pneumonia caused by a fungus IPneumocy
some with pneumonia and some with a skin | ymp
deficiency of thdahiemmenxd gestaelm. t h@verumber of
especially among homosexual men and intraveno
was demonstrated by 1985. The first treatment
And t hRl Byefdl 9Bn7) by Randy ShiShns Fecoa rCthowomn all ies
documented the indifference of society and go
di sease a divine punishment for the sins of h

1994.


http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01b9nbd
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The Man with
Night Sweats

| wake up cold, | who

Prospered through dreams of heat
Wake to their residue,

Sweat, and a clinging sheet.

Death as a Skeleton
Ligier Richier, ¢ 1550

Gunnés poem deseriobes hehdofdygi t hat occurs in A
infections; no | onger does it heal i tsel f. Ev
The il |l ust r'@@e mtnursyh oswesu lap tlwer ®@c o fr(cfbi@aytend ) .T hTeh es t
has decayed and only the bones remaiGuninmtsact .
1992 book which shared its title with this po

A

Downward

Look

James

Merrill
James Merrill was not dsefloftomatempki dabmo Gs
Hi s pAo&matt ersienrgr eocsf aSalat sval edi ction. The read

https://www. youtube. com/ watch?v=pDfpgzZCWQac

A musi cal s etitsi nagv aoifl atbhlies apto:e m
http:// www. daronh-agegscom/ store/ merril!/|



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDfpgZCWQac
http://www.daronhagen.com/store/merrill-songs

Picton 2017

Lecture Notes: Millennium Voices 8A14

The Troubles
(19691998)

In the late 1960s the Catholic population in Northern Ireland began to den
equal rights with the Protestant majority, urging an end to discrimination ir
housing and employment. Riots began in 1969, and the Royal Ulster
Constabulary reacted violently. The British government sent troops to hely
keep the peace. Many years of rioting, murder, bombings, and hstriges
followed. One of the worst episodes was Bloody Sunday when British trog
fired on unarmed demonstrators in Derry. The Troubles ended with the G
Friday Belfast Agreement in 1998.

At the end of this session we ret
l ri sh Free State was founded in 1
wh efrh e T rboeugba re.s

The Hisgleiaki ng p
(19

23)

Seamus Heaney
(19392013)

Born in CountyDerry in Northern
Ireland, he wentto SEo | u mb 6 s
College, andthen 0 Queends
University inBelfast. Afterteaching

for a whilein Belfast he moved to
GlanmoreCottageon the Synge

estate ilWicklow in the Republic of
Ireland His poetry isoncerned

with family, with Ireland, andwith
theimagination. He receivedthe

Nobel Prize in 1995

who have been

oet s
Eliot (1948), Wal(l@®wOt)(1lDYy2Aan

Seamus Heaney was born Catholic i
conflicts that | ed to

di splacing the problem to a dista
pervasive need of human being to
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H Discovered in 1952, in a peat bog n#4ndebyin
Wmdeby ! Northern Germany, this body appeared to have been
blindfolded and sacrificed. The body was initially
thought to be female but new evidence has indicated th
it was male.
Heaney was fascinated by the discovery of sev
Europe. These bog bodies have been dated bac
BCE. The body il Il ueCkE.at eAlt wtalse dtaitmael dfo Hieaney
considered to be female. More recent evidence
considered a blindfold may actually have been
Little adulteress,
before they punished you
you were flaxerhaired,
undernourished, and your
tar-black face was beautiful.
My poor scapegoat,
| almost love you | who have stood dumb
but would have cast, | know, when your betraying sisters,
the stones of silence. cauledin tar,
I am the artful voyeur wept by the railings,
of your brain's exposed who would connive
and darkening combs, in civilised outrage
your musclesivebbing yet understand the exact
and all your numbered bones: and tribal, intimate revenge.
Heaney heséoog body to | ament the way in which
the rul es. Such was the state of Ilgedhmnd dur
up cl osed sseovcepreetiiysbedntihose who broke ranks.
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final poem of this sess i's about

e i on t he W
aggy Shore. At one point the shore is a t

hi

Muand its swawateflfhkaboaoaghsepamnasaldtfro

The two bl ack s
Muree is probahb
Someotpohgr aphs at:

http://www. clivenunn.com/cn/ 003729. ht ml

are an anomaly. They are
e to their escape from a



http://www.clivenunn.com/cn/003729.html
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di ed

di stance.

Video taken in 2013 just before he
https://vimeo.com/ 73559117
Millennium
Approaches
Sub
Specie
Aeternitatis
Green above Blug
Mark Rothko, 1956
We conclude this st'i{Crewmaywrogf wpdet ray pian nttheng2 ®dy
tried to |l ook at the poetry from a
Rot hkods fi el denoft ycdlhan

giowne sa fge m

rendering


https://vimeo.com/73559117

